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years. However, the energy bill now provides 
for only a three-year PTC extension. Such a 
short-term PTC threatens to continue the 
start-and-stop cycle that has plagued the re-
newable energy industry, particularly wind 
energy developers, for more than a decade as 
investments dry up when the existing PTC is 
set to expire and its supporters scurry 
around madly trying to get another exten-
sion. 

Wind energy advocates may be tempted to 
support the pending energy bill arguing that 
a three-year PTC is far better than no PTC 
just as the solar investment tax incentives, 
geothermal reforms, Renewable Fuels Stand-
ard, and hydropower relicensing components 
are important and generally positive provi-
sions that will benefit their respective indus-
tries. Similarly, advocates of energy effi-
ciency can point to some gains that may 
come from the bill if enacted as now written. 
However, when weighed against the lopsided 
provisions to advance fossil fuels and nuclear 
power, it is questionable whether the end re-
sult will actually move this country closer 
to a sustainable energy future. 

Moreover, the recent series of closed-door, 
Republican-dominated, conference meetings 
in which the House-Senate energy bill is 
being finalized, and which have largely ex-
cluded those Democrats who have cham-
pioned the bill’s efficiency and renewable en-
ergy provisions, have provided nuclear and 
fossil fuel lobbyists an opportunity to fur-
ther skew the bill the wrong way. 

Consequently, even if the Congress ap-
proves and the President ultimately signs an 
energy bill this year, the nation’s energy 
policy work won’t be done. The bill that is 
likely to emerge is one that will evade the 
problems of energy imports, global warming, 
and electric grid stability. It is also one that 
will fail to incorporate an adequate Renew-
able Portfolio Standard, auto fuel efficiency 
standards, aggressive appliance and indus-
trial efficiency standards, mandatory net 
metering and transmission standards, and a 
sufficient mix of tax incentives and feder-
ally-funded R&D programs to move the na-
tion away from its reliance on fossil fuels 
and nuclear power. 

Under the circumstances, while many 
weary renewable energy and energy effi-
ciency advocates may wince at the prospect, 
it would likely be far better to have no en-
ergy bill than the one that seems to be near-
ing completion.
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Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Joanne Konkle on her well de-
served retirement following more than 30 
years of dedicated service to the health and 
well-being of the citizens of Calhoun County, 
Michigan. 

For the past 19 years, Joanne has served 
as the Administrator of the Calhoun County 
Medical Care Facility. In this capacity, Joanne 
has been responsible for the management and 
operation of the facility, which serves the 
needs of some of the county’s most vulnerable 
senior citizens. Her leadership and sound fis-
cal stewardship has earned the center numer-

ous quality awards and a reputation of being 
one of the most outstanding medical care fa-
cilities in the State of Michigan. 

Joanne’s career accomplishments are nota-
ble not only because they are numerous, but 
also because they represent a dedicated focus 
on service to others. In addition to her work as 
a Clinical Social Worker at the V.A. Medical 
Center, Joanne is a member and past presi-
dent of the Michigan County Medical Care Fa-
cilities Council, served three-terms as a Cal-
houn County commissioner, 24 years as a 
member of the Community Mental Health 
Board and, for the past 45 years, has served 
as a board member of the Calhoun County 
Association for Retarded Citizens. 

She has been a staunch supporter and vol-
unteer for organizations such as the Sub-
stance Abuse Council, Special Olympics and 
the Alzheimer’s Association, as well as a pas-
sionate advocate on issues and legislation af-
fecting the elderly and mentally handicapped. 

While so much of her life has been dedi-
cated to others, Joanne has never lost sight of 
the importance of family. She and her hus-
band Ted have been married for 51 years, 
and have raised four wonderful children. In ad-
dition, seven grandchildren and five great 
grandchildren will undoubtedly play a major 
role in the Konkle’s retirement plan. 

I am honored to recognize Joanne Konkle 
for her commitment to community and her tire-
less and selfless service to others. I wish her 
and her family all the best as she embarks on 
a well deserved retirement.
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FIRST LIEUTENANT VICTOR A. 
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise before you 
today on behalf of the courageous men and 
women of the Michigan State Police. Day after 
day, these brave individuals work together to 
ensure safe streets for the citizens of Michi-
gan. On November 9, 2003, the Michigan 
State Police will gather to celebrate the retire-
ment of F/Lt Victor A. Martin for 26 years of 
dedicated service to the force. 

Victor Martin was born September 9, 1954 
in Alma, Michigan. He graduated from St. 
Louis High School in 1972. He obtained his 
Law Enforcement and Police Administration 
degree from Ferris State University in 1976. 
Upon completion of college, Victor was ac-
cepted into the Michigan State Police Training 
Academy. In 1977 he was assigned out of the 
91st recruit school to Niles Post as a Trooper. 
For 111⁄2 years Victor was attached to the 
MSP K–9 unit as a First Dog Handler. He was 
charged with the duty of handling coverage for 
Governor conferences, Presidential and dig-
nitary visits. In 1990 he was promoted to Ser-
geant at the Sandusky Post where he re-
mained until 1993 when he was promoted to 
Lieutenant and assigned to the Flint Post as 
Assistant Post Commander. In 1998 he be-
came the Lapeer Post F/Lt 15 (Post Com-
mander) and than in 2001 was assigned to the 
Bay City and East Tawas Post where he is 
currently serving as F/Lt 1511 (Post Com-
mander). 

During his career, F/Lt Martin received nu-
merous accolades for his heroism. In 1979 he 

received the Lifesaving award. He maintained 
the status of ‘‘Trooper of the Year’’ Manistee 
Post from 1984–1986 and again for the Lan-
sing Post from 1988–1989. He received the 
1994 Professional Excellence award for co-
ordinating a multi-agency response to an inci-
dent involving the U.S. Presidential Motor-
cade. 

F/Lt Martin is also a faithful family man. His 
wife of 26 years is Christy. They have two 
wonderful sons, Chad and Kyle. 

Mr. Speaker, as a Member of Congress, I 
ask my colleagues in the 108th Congress to 
please join me in honoring First Lieutenant 
Victor A. Martin and wishing him the very best 
in his retirement.
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AND NOW, THE REST OF THE 
STORY 
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Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, the editorial 
entitled ‘‘Support for America’s Iraq effort is 
evident’’ from the October 10, 2003, Norfolk 
Daily News highlights a recent Gallup Poll in 
which nearly two-thirds of Baghdad residents 
who were polled still support the removal of 
Saddam Hussein despite the personal hard-
ships the war has created for them. 

Furthermore, the editorial notes that the 
United States and Great Britain are by no 
means alone in implementing peacekeeping 
missions in Iraq and then correctly commends 
the efforts of the Czech Republic, Hungary, 
and Kazakhstan—countries which, like Iraq, 
were only fairly recently released from the 
bonds of tyranny. 

Mr. Speaker, this Member encourages his 
colleagues to read this editorial for these sto-
ries are receiving far too little attention else-
where in the American, and indeed, the world 
media.
[From the Norfolk Daily News, Oct. 10, 2003] 

OUR VIEW 
Contrary to indications left by brief news 

reports, the effort to bring order and self-de-
termination to Iraq has been joined by a va-
riety of nations. They have committed 
forces, and are united in the fight against 
tyranny. And a majority of Baghdad’s resi-
dents regard Saddam’s removal as worth 
their hardships. 

SUPPORT FOR AMERICA’S IRAQI EFFORT IS 
EVIDENT 

Two false impressions left by daily reports 
from Iraq are that the effort to depose Sad-
dam Hussein had little support from the peo-
ple of that nation and that America is going 
it alone, though with some help from its 
major ally, Great Britain. 

Contrary information gets too little atten-
tion, for random acts of violence and con-
troversy about the United Nations role—or 
lack of it—grab the headlines. 

America’s openness to political debate and 
its free press help to feed such impressions. 
Reading more than the headlines or listening 
to more than sound bites provides a more 
balanced view. 

Of special importance was the recent Gal-
lup Poll taken five months after occupation 
of Baghdad: Two-thirds of the residents of 
that city, home of many Saddam loyalists 
and hard hit despite unusually precise mili-
tary targeting, indicated to the pollsters 
that the dictator’s removal was worth the 
hardships forced on them. 
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